
Chinook salmon scale aging in Southeast Alaska 



• Troll 
 

• Gillnet 
 

• Setnet 
 

• Weir—Escapement  



Year Number of Chinook scale samples 

2009 5,807 

2010 5,654 

2011 7,703 

2012 7,507 

2013 4,810 





ADF&G Region 1 Commercial Fisheries Scale Age Training Methods  

• New agers review previous 3-5 years of data depending 
on fishing area, gear, species  

 
 
 
 
• New agers shadow experienced agers on current year 

data (   6 months-1 year) 
 
 
 
 
• New agers review questionable scales and/or age 

determinations with experienced agers 
 



Challenges to aging Chinook salmon scales 

• Mixed stock fishery samples 

 

• Decrease in available funding for 

staff 

 

• Length of training time 

 

• Ager turn-over 
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Sample location: Wrangell Commercial 

Date collected: 5/14/13 

Fish length: 815mm MEF 

CWT Cinch # 537969 

Age 1.4 

 

 



Sample location: Wrangell 

Commercial 

Date collected: 7/09/12 

Fish length: 710mm MEF 

CWT Cinch # 415342 

Age 1.3 
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Sample location: Juneau Commercial 

Date collected: 6/16/13 

Fish length: 610mm MEF 

CWT Cinch # 411386 

Age 1.2 
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Sample location: Juneau Commercial 

Date collected: 5/15/12 

Fish length: 715mm MEF 

CWT Cinch # 371027 

Age 1.3 
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